
Academic Suspension and Dismissal 
Undergraduate Level 
At the end of each semester the academic records of students on probation are reviewed to determine whether they 
have met the college’s standards for satisfactory progress. Students currently on probation who do not achieve the 
minimum satisfactory grade point average (GPA) of 2.70 at the end of the next semester may be suspended or dismissed 
from the college. Students whose semester performance is satisfactory but whose cumulative GPA remains 
unsatisfactory at the end of the next semester following notification of probation also may be suspended or dismissed. 
A student whose GPA is below 1.50 may be suspended; below a 1.0 a student may be dismissed without having been 
placed on academic probation in a prior semester. 

Students who are suspended are eligible for re-admittance to the college after a specific period of time, usually one 
semester. Students seeking readmission are asked to furnish information in the form of transcripts and/or letters of 
reference that indicate the student’s ability to do satisfactory academic work at Colby-Sawyer College. Decisions to 
readmit students are made in consultation with the Deans of Schools. Students who are suspended from the college 
may not participate in internships during their suspension. Students who do not seek re-admittance after suspension 
are withdrawn from Colby-Sawyer. Students who are dismissed from Colby-Sawyer College may not be readmitted. 

Grade Appeal 
Students who believe their final grade in a course does not accurately reflect their performance may appeal the grade. If 
a student disputes the final grade they receive and wish to appeal the grade, the following steps must be taken: 

• The student must discuss the disputed grade with the faculty member. Every effort must be made to resolve the 
dispute at this stage. 

• If no satisfactory resolution is possible, the student submits a written petition describing the facts of the case to 
the appropriate dean describing the facts of the case and basis of the dispute, including all pertinent 
documentation. 

• The dean reviews the student documentation and speaks with the appropriate school dean to review the facts of 
the investigation. 

• The appropriate dean renders the final decision. 

Graduate Level 
Graduate credit is only granted for courses completed with a minimum satisfactory grade point average (GPA) of 2.70. 
Individual programs may have stricter requirements, and those are published with their degree program requirements. 
Graduate students receiving a GPA below 2.70 in any course may be dismissed from the College. 

Please note students are only notified that they have been dismissed; The college does not notify students that they are 
subject to dismissal. Students notified of dismissal will have ten business days submit an appeal of the dismissal. 

Appeals can be made to the program coordinator. 
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